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The Honorable Donna E. Shalala,MD
Secretary ofHealth andHumanServices
Department ofHealth andHuman Services
200IndependenceAvenue,South
Washington,DC 20201

DearDr. Shalala:

On May 16, I wrote to you to askyou to assemblea panelofexperts to reviewthe
existingscientific researchinto apossiblelink betweentheMMR vaccineandautism. I
understandthat you receiveda similar letter from CongressmanWaxmanaround the sametime.

Our lettersfollowed a GovernmentReform Committeehearing that exploredthe dramgtic~~~
increasein casesofautism over the last severalyears. A panel ofparents gaveemotional
testimonyabout their children, who developedacquired autism shortly after receiving their
MMR boostershots. We alsoheard testimonyfrom two British researchers.Onetestifiedthat
thefindings ofhisresearchwere consistentwith a link betweentheMMR vaceüieandautism
The other testified that his findingswerenot consistentwith sucha lmk

In my letter, I askedyou to assemblea panel ofpre-eminentscientific experts,who are
freeoffinancial conflictsof interest, to do the following:

(1) Evaluate the existing literature andresearchregarding autism,vaccines,andany
possibleadverse~eventthat could lead to theonsetofautism;

(2) Determineif thereis enoughexisting scienceto makeacleardeterminationabouta
possiblelink betweenautism andvaccines;

(3) Provideasystematicevaluationto thequality oftheexistingbodyofresearch;and
(4) Providerecommendationsregardingtheresearchthatwouldbeneededto

conclusivelydeterminewhetheror not any vaccinescan be linked to the onsetof
autism.

I alsomadethefollowing requests:

(1) That the names,resumes,and financial disclosureforms oftheproposedpanel
membersbesubmittedto theGovernmentReformCommitteein advanceofthe
formalizationofthepanel;

(2) Thatthe implementationplanand timelinebesubmittedto theCommitteeby May 31;
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(3) Thata full reportto theGovernmentReformCommitteeon thefindingsofthis panel
be submittedat theconclusionofthepanel’sinvestigation;

(4) Thatinterim reportsshouldbeprovidedby December3 1, 2000, andJune30, 2001,if
thepanel’swork is not complete;and

(5) Thatmonthly updateson theprogressofthedevelopmentofthispanelandits work
beprovidedto theCommittee.

Todayis August9. I amdeeplydisappointedthatI havenotreceivedevenapreliminary
reply from you in morethantwo-and-a-halfmonths. Aboutonemonthago,my staffinquired
aboutthis matterwith yourstaff. My staffwasinformedthat youhadnot receivedmy letter,
althoughit was faxedandmailedto you. Theletterwasretransmitted.And yet, onemonthlater,
I havestill receivedno response.

This is a very importantissue. Parentsacrossthecountryareconcernedaboutthe
possibleside effectsofthisvaccine. Thesequestionscannotbe ignored.Theymustberesolved
onewayortheother. It is insufficient for theFDA andtheCDC to simply statethat thereis no
researchto supportaconnectionbetweentheMMR vaccineandautismif no researchhasbeen
doneandnobodyis preparedto do any.

I amattachingacopyofmy original letter.Pleasegivethis matteryourpersonal
attention.If I do notreceivearesponse,I will scheduleahearing,andissuesubpoenasif
necessary,so thatwecandiscussthis matterin public session.If youhaveanyquestions,please
haveyourstaffcontactProfessionalStaffMemberS. ElizabethClayat 202-226-5867.

Enclosure

cc:

TheHonorableHenryWaxman
RankingMinority Member

Chairman
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TheHonorableDonnaShalala,M.D.
SecretaryofHealthandHumanServices
200 IndependenceAvenue,S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Madame Secretary:

May 16, 2000

As youareaware,theGovernment Reform COmmitteeconducteda hearing on April 6
regarding the dramaticincreasein autismrates.On behalfoftheCommittee,I urgeyou to
conveneapanelofexertsm autism,neurology,immunology,virology, histopathology,
epidemiologyandotherappropriatethsciplinesto conductacomprehensiveCocbrane
Collaboration style systematicreviewoftheexistingstateofthescienceconcernmgthe
possibility that childhoodimmunizationscancause~rcoiitributeito ~ ~ ofautiEñi. ‘ ‘ ~

, Weaskthatthispanelbeanindependentpanelandthatits membersbefreeofconflicts
ofmterestThispanelShoUldmcludem its review,anevaluationofthcexistinghteratureand
research,deternuneifthereis enoughexistingsciencetomakeacleardetemunation,and
provide a systematicevaluation to thequality oftheexistingbody ofresearch.The panel should
alsoprovide recommendationsregarding researchneeds. I askthat the names,resumes,and
conflict ofinterest forms oftheproposedpanel membersbe submittedto the Government
ReformCommitteein advanceofthe formalization.

At theApril 6 hearing, testimonywaspresentedby witnesseswho postulatedthis link
betweenchildhoodimmunizationsandthe onsetof autism. Other witnessesdisagreedand
testifiedthat thescientific evidencedoesnot support sucha connection.

Like thewitnesses,wealsodisagreeonthis issue. I believethat there currently exists
evidence,bothanecdotalandscientific,to indicateacausalconnectionbetweenvaccines,their
possibleadverseeffectsandacquiredautism and that more researchneedsto be conductedto
furtherunderstandthis issue.RepresentativeWaxmanbelievesthat the scientific evidencedoes
not supportsuchaconnection.
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We agree,however,that an expertpanelcouldhelpresolvetheseconcernsand lay the
groundworkfor future research. It is important to determinewhetheror not enoughresearch
evidencehas beenaccrued to makesuch a determination. It is also important to insure that we
have a firm foundation in long-term safetystudies in vaccines,which according to the Institute of
Medicinedoesnotexist. Becauseofthevital public healthimportanceofchildhood
immunizations,as~ ell asthegro~ing concernsovertheprevalenceofautismin theUnited
States,webelievethat an expertpanelof leadingscientistsandclinicianswhodo nothavea
vestedinterestin ~accineissuesshouldre~iew all thea~ailabledataregardinganypossible
connectionsbetweenvaccinesandautism.

As partofthis work, we requestthat theexpertpanelobtainandevaluatetherawdata,
and where appropriate, tissuessamplesfrom thescientific witnessesthat testified at the April 6,
2000hearing.

Pleaseprovidean implementationplanandtimelineby May 3 1 . A full reportto the
GovernmentReformCommitteeon thefindingsofthis panelis requestedattheconclusionof
thepanel’s investigation. An interim reports should be provided by December31, 2000, and
June30, 2001 ifthe panel’s work is not complete Pleaseprovide monthly updateson the
progressofthedevelopmentofthis panel and its progress If you should have anyquestions,
pleasehaveyourstaffcontactMs. S. ElizabethClay at 202-225-5074.

We appreciateyour attention to this importantpublic health issueand look forward to
yourresponse. -

Sincerely,

Dan Burton
Chairman


